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Chatsworth Plant History

“Say, Look At That
Empty Building
For Salel”

And so two former employvees of Am-
erican Screen Products Company, driv-
ing down Route 24 on their way to St.
Louis discovered the location of the

Chatsworth  Division of American
Screen Products Company.

The original building was located on
[ive acres of ground. It consisted of a
building 100 fzet by 200 feet with an
adjoining building 75 feet by 200 feet—
a total of 35,000 square feet of floor
area,

Poszsession was taken in November of
1953, and since the building had not
been used for some time, considerable
work was done in cleaning and painting
the interior Offices were located at
the north end of the principle building
and a new entrance was built to im-
prove the appearance of the building
front,

The first construction change was the
adding of our present screen cloth paint
tower and the adding of heating units
in the east portion of the building.

During the first part of 1954, equip-
ment started to arrive and was placed
in position for the beginning of manu-
facluring operations.

The same yearemplovees were bired
and trained to do the variows opera-
tions in the mamufacturing of aluminuwm
sereens, In the initial stages we start-
ed to supply only one of our custom-

ers with a portion of their screen re-
guirements, and during the vear's start
up period we were able to assume all
of Tihis  Customer’s requircments,

Affer going into full production it
soon became apparent that more floor
area was needed. So in the latter part
of 1953, construction began on an addi-
tion located to the south of the original
building and econsisting of an additional
20,000 square feet of floor area. In
doing this, it was necessary to install
a sprinkler system in order to profect
our manufacturing system. This con-
sisted of installing sprinklers over the
entire 64,000 square feet of floor area.
A stand-by water tower of 75,000 gal-
lon capacity was completed in April of
1356, and a land mark was created as
this was the highest structure in the
area at that time,

Our Har-Vey Hardware Division was
moved to Chatsworth in December of
1956, and was in full operation the
first part of 1957.

Having increased our manufacturing
operations, it becams necessary to in-
crease our office space. In the early
part of 1957 a new building of 3500
square feet area was completed. This
structure is presently being used as the
main offices of American Sereen Pro-
ducts Company.

In order to store more finished goods
at our plant, it was necessary fo build
a wareholse consisting -of *53000. sguare
feet additional floor area loeated -on
the south endof our manufacturing op-
erations. It was completed in 1958 A1

this {ime considerable rearranging was
done and new products introduced to
our manufacturing operations. Chats-
worth became the main manufacturing
plant of American  Screen  Products
Coinpany.

In 1959 the decizion was made to
purchase and install our own cold
duction mill. This necessitated the ad-
dition of more floor area at which time
a mew building was built, twenty feet
out in front of the original eastern por-
tion*.of the building and adding 2700
square feet of floor area. This entire
Northern exposure was faced with buff
face brick in order to dress up the
front-of our existing building.

In order to install our reduction mill
in the desired location our receiving
department was moved to the south end
of our present building. This created
a problem because more warehousing
was needed for our finished products,
During 1952 an additicnal 10,000 sgquare
feet area was bLuilt onto the south por-
tion of the manufacturing area. At
this fime our building had been in-
creased so much that our five acre tract
was rapidly being used. up. Fortun-
ately, the company was abic to pur-
chase ten additional acres of land ad-
joining on the south of the original five
acre tract.

Coated aluminum sheet was first used
in our. screen. frames in December of
1957 In_the following year it became
apparent that more of our products
would -be .manufactured from painted
aluminum strips. = Therefore the deci-
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